
 

  
 

 

A letter on the funding of Now Teach 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

A good education is as central to England’s future as it is to every young person - and it's impossible 
without good teachers. A focus on specialist recruitment and retention initiatives, such as Now 
Teach for career changers, is essential at a time when national targets have been missed by 50%. 

We support the Education Select Committee’s recommendation that Now Teach’s funding be 
restored (Teachers in England stretched… 17 May).  

Led by the charity Now Teach, career-changers are one of the few areas of growth in teacher 
recruitment. They have championed teaching to middle-aged professionals and met their 
Department for Education recruitment target by 107%. Recent national data shows applications 
from over 40s are up 38% compared to 2023. 

Schools are struggling to source Science and Maths teachers, roles key to young people’s STEM 
careers and a skilled economy. Now Teach has recruited higher proportions of these teachers 
compared to the national picture (62% vs 34%). 

Career changers’ professional insight bridges the gap between school and workplace: the former 
seismologist who helped setup a science focussed 6th Form; the ex-City partner whose former 
colleagues give assembly talks; or the consultant-turned-teacher who runs an AI club. 

Thousands of these educators would not be here without Now Teach – either through their 
programme or inspired by their long-running awareness-raising campaigns. 

This funding situation risks the momentum behind career change to teaching that Now Teach are 
best placed to lead. Without it, these trainees and their unique impact will diminish. 

We, the undersigned, urge all parties contesting the general election to follow the Select 
Committee’s recommendation to reinstate funding for this vital specialist support. 

 

Signed 

Abdellatif Charafi, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Investment Manager 

Adele Harrison, Teacher Of Geography And Former Regeneration Programme Manager 

Ahmet Selim Taner, Trainee Teacher Of Business And Economics And Former Manufacturer 

Aisling Lee, PGCE And Former Head Of Design 

Alan Stratford, Teacher Of English And Drama And Former Theatre Manager 

Alex Smith, Head Of Science And Former Chartered Mechanical Engineer 

Alexandra Wright, Teacher Of Latin & Classics And Former International Corporate Tax Adviser 



 

  
 

Alice Gartland, Teacher And Former Law And Policy 

Alison Bryant, MFL Teacher And Former Marketing Director 

Alka Bali, Voluntary Tutor And Former Investment Banking 

Allan Sammy, Teacher Trainee And Former Operations Manager 

Amina Adam, Student QTS Engineering Teacher And Former Project Manager 

Andrew Canwell, Trainee Science Teacher And Former Banking & Finance 

Angela Lloret Blackburn, Teacher Of MFL And Former Florist Owner 

Aniuska Dominguez, Teacher Of Computing And Former Computer Developer And Data Scientist 

Anki Holden, Teacher Of Science And Former Research Fellow / Tour Leader / General Manager 

Anna Leach, English Teacher And Former Journalist 

Anne-Marie Lawlor, Head Of 6th Form, Trinity Academy And Former Senior Civil Servant 

Annie Harrison, Classics Teacher And Former Administration 

Arturo Sanchez, MFL Teacher And Former Banking 

Avivah Wittenberg-Cox, Expert & Author On Longevity & Intergenerational 

Batool Samani, Teacher Trainee And Former Researcher 

Ben Davies, Maths Teacher And Former Managing Director 

Benjamin Clapham, Language Teacher And Former Procurement Director 

Bennie Kara, Trustee, Now Teach 

Beverly Melbourne, Teacher And Former Civil Service 

Bill Toong, Finance Director And Former Banking 

Caroline Davis, Trainee Maths Teacher And Former Science Communicator 

Caroline Kottler, Teacher Of History And Former Publishing 

Cass OREILLY, Trainee Teacher And Former NHS Manager 

Cathy Hillier, Director, National Maths And Physics SCITT 

Charles Allen, Modern Languages Teacher, Holbrook Academy And Former Marketing Director, 
Arsenal Football Club 

Charles Hunter, Secondary English School Teacher And Former Media And Digital Entrepreneur 

Chi-Man Wong, Business Teacher And Former Financial Industry 

Chris Gledhill, Computing Teacher And Former Technology Consultant 

Chris Skinner, Deputy Head Sixth Form And Former Marketing Manager 

Christel Aranda-Hassel, Mathematics Teacher And Former Managing Director, Investment Banking 



 

  
 

Ciara Brown, Teacher And Former PR Consultant 

Claire Farmer, Teacher Of English And Former Communications Consultant 

Clare Wilson, Teacher Of Science And Former Business Development 

Claudio Di Petrillo, English Teacher And Former Managing Editor 

Corby Ganesh, Teacher Of MFL / Deputy Head Of Year And Former Event Director 

Craig Rydqvist, Head Of Business And Economics And Former Private Equity Executive 

Dame Alison Peacock, Chief Executive, Chartered College Of Teaching 

Dame Julia Cleverdon DCVO CBE 

Dan Masters, Trainee Maths Teacher And Former Banking 

Darren Manoharan, Teacher If Science/Head Of Year And Former Engineering 

David Fitton, ECT And Former Technology Sales 

David Holmes, Head Of Department And Former Project Manager 

David Marks, Teacher And Former Business Owner 

David Sinclair, Chief Executive, International Centre For Longevity  

Deepal Swaroop, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Partner, Big 4 Accounting Firm 

Deniz Darka, Mathematics Teacher And Former Business Consultant 

Diana Klusch, Head Of Mathematics And Former Head Of Employee Communications 

Dimos Dimitriadis, Maths Teacher And Former Management Consultant 

Dr  Simon Brain, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Academic Researcher 

Dr C Wilkinson, Teacher Of Science And Former Chemist 

Dr Emma Kell, Teacher And Coach 

Dr Hugh Mcnaughtan, Trainee Teacher And Former Academic 

Dr Paul Spear, Teacher Of Physics And Former Scientist And Head Of Business Research 

Edouard Aubry, Deputy Head Of Year, Maths And Economics Teacher And Former Lead Analyst, 
Google 

Edwige Nlassa, Science Teacher And Former Career Advisor 

Eileen Anipare, Teacher Of Spanish And Former Filmmaker 

Eleanor Harris, Teacher Business & Economics And Former Commercial / Marketing Director In 
Museums / Visitor Attractions 

Ellen Bisnath, Teacher, History And US Politics And Former Public Relations/ Communications 

Emma Barker, Teacher And Former Times Journalist And Author 



 

  
 

Emma Caplin, Teacher Of Art And Former Art Director/Set Designer In Film And TV 

Emma Le Roux, SCITT Trainee Teacher - Science And Former Innovation Manager - Deloitte 

Emma Lockwood, Teacher Of Design Technology And Former Product Developer 

Fatima Ebadullah, Supply Teacher And Former Business Owner 

Fergus O'Brien, Teacher Of Maths And Former Sales Director 

Flick Drummond, Member of Parliament Conservative  

Florence Penny, French Teacher And Former Early Years Practitioner 

Galatia Politopoulou, PGCE Science Student And Former Biomedical Research 

Gareth Rees, Physics Teacher And Former Airline Pilot 

Gareth Rowe, Teacher Of English And Former Advertising 

Gary Clark, Physics Teacher And Former Chartered Engineer 

Gaye Boyman, History Teacher And Former Marketing Director 

George Randall, Teacher Of Biology And Former Procurement Manager 

Graeme Danton, Trustee, Now Teach 

Graham Bailey, Teacher Of Science And Former Academic Research - Virology 

Graham Elton, Chair Of Trustees, Now Teach 

Hannah Wilson, Founder And Director, Diverse Educators 

Harpinder Walia, Maths Teacher And Former Private Sector - Industrial Construction 

Heidi Malaure, Teacher And Former Chief Operating Officer, Laingbuisson 

Heidi Mayhew, MFL Teacher And Former Programme Assistant With The UN International Trade 
Centre 

Hektor K T Yan, Teacher Of RS And Former Academic 

Helen Jeffrey-Bourne, Teacher Of Science And Former Social Care Worker 

Ian Garrett, Mathematics Teacher And Former Oil And Gas Industry 

Ivan Bordacchini, Science Teacher And Former Account Manager 

Jackie Mountain, Maths Teacher And Former Digital Marketing Director 

James Darley, Trustee, Now Teach 

James Hardman, Maths Teacher And Former Finance 

James Neophytou, Maths And Economics Teacher And Former IBM Executive 

James Waite, Teacher Of Computer Science And Former Technology Business 

James Westhead, Executive Director Of Engagement, Better Society Capital 



 

  
 

Jamie Potter, Trainee Teacher (Mathematics) And Former Solicitor 

Jane Hammond, Teacher Of English And Former TV Producer 

Jason Arthur, CEO, Mission 44 

Jatinder Singh Kahrod, Science Subject Lead And Former Medical 

Jennifer Hopps, Geography Teacher And Former Humanitarian Sector 

Joanna Boothroyd, French And Spanish Teacher And Former Sales And Marketing Manager 

Joanna Thomas, Trainee Modern Foreign Languages Teacher And Former Senior Civil Servant 

Joe Austin, Mathematics Teacher And Former Marketing Director 

Joe Nicholson, Compute Science Teacher And Former Tech Entrepreneur 

John Curran, Teacher Of History And Former Lawyer 

Jonathan Stephens, Jonathanstephens@Sky.Com And Former Investment Banker 

Juliet Clarke, Teacher Of Maths And Former Economic Advisor, Government 

Kate Potts-Lovegrave, SCITT Director, Sutton SCITT  

Kate Weatherell, Maths Teacher And Former Author, Caterer, Chef 

Katey Adderley, Secondary Maths Teacher And Former Private Equity 

Kathryn Naylor, Maths Teacher And Former CEO 

Katie Waldegrave MBE, Co-Founder, Now Teach 

Ken Chiu, Teacher And Former Accountant 

Kerry Tasker, Maths Teacher And Former Marketing Director 

Kim Harmer, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Chartered Accountant And Tax Advisor 

Kitty Ussher, Now Teacher 2017-19 And Former Economist And Politician 

Kyla Webb, Teacher Of Geography Former Publishing 

Leora Cruddas CBE, Chief Executive, Confederation Of School Trusts 

Lidia Prestipino, Head Of German - Grammar School And Former Senior Manager Financial Services 

Lisa Swanton, Maths Teacher And Former IT Auditor / Consultant 

Louisa Passmore, Trainee Teacher And Former Solicitor 

Lucy Kellaway OBE, Trustee And Co-Founder, Now Teach 

Lucy Standing, CEO, Brave Starts 

Lulu Robertson, Science Teacher And Former Environmental Management 

Lydia Mills, Teacher Trainee And Former Development Chemist 



 

  
 

Lynda Burns MVO, Now Teacher And Former Diplomat 

Lynda Gratton, Professor Of Management Practice, Organisational Behaviour Department, London 
Business School  

Macrui Dostourian, Teacher (MFL), Subject Lead And Former Lawyer 

Malcolm Kitchen, Teacher Of Maths And Former Financial Services 

Marc Baylis, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Equity Derivatives Trader 

Marcus Cheadle, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Derivatives Trader 

Maria Pia Masella, French And Spanish Teacher And Former Journalist 

Marie Triboix-Kamga, Teacher And Former Business Owner 

Mark Hunter, Teacher And Former Business Development Director 

Mark Owens, Physics Teacher And Former Finance Director 

Martin Lee, Director, CTSN 

Mathew Smith, Maths Teacher And Former Senior Trader At Sporting Index 

Matthew Booker, Teacher Of History And Politics And Former Broadcast Journalist 

Matthew Male, Maths Teacher And Former Project Manager / Software Developer 

Megan Craven, English Teacher And Former NHS Business Manager 

Melanie Jones, Psychology Teacher And Former Chartered Clinical Psychologist, Postdoctoral 
Psychology Research, Improvement Science 

Michael Clarke, CEO, Purposeful Ventures 

Michael Crabtree, Teacher, Head Of Chemistry And Former Photographer And Picture Editor 

Michael Salmon, Maths Teacher And Former Senior Manager, Oil Industry 

Michelle Kears, Trainee Teacher And Former NHS GP Practice Manager 

Mike Jacobs, Maths Teacher And Former Exec In A Global Telecommunications Company 

Miles Bell, French And Spanish Teacher And Former Financial Technology Sales 

Mohammad Yasin MP, Bedford And Kempston 

Molly Botelho, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Firefighter 

Monica Stephen, Teacher Of Geography And Former Conflict And Security Advisor 

Mr Bouchaib Dinari, MFL Teacher And Former Professional Driver 

N Hirani, Teacher And Former Construction Business 

Nancy Braithwaite, PGCE And Former Academic Director, Pembroke College, University Of Oxford 

Naomi Battle, DT Trainee Teacher And Former Architect 



 

  
 

Ndidi Okezi, CEO, UK Youth 

Ned Lawton, Head Of Economics And Politics, Walworth Academy And Former UN Official 

Neeraj Jumbu, Teacher Of Science And Former Academic Research 

Niall Mccallion, Computer Science Teacher And Former Software Development Manager 

Niamh Moore, Science Teacher And Former Research Scientist 

Nick Golson, Teacher And Former Farm Manager 

Nicola Dolphin-Brown, Trainee Teacher And Former Varied Roles 

Nicola Lockett, Teacher Of English And Former Claims Manager 

Nicolas Gates, Head Of 6th Year And Former Financial Services 

Nikki Sims, Science Teacher And Former Book Editor 

Nina Beaugeard, Teacher Of History And Former Solicitor 

Olivia Carucci, MFL Teacher And Former Finance 

Omar Hassan, Trainee Teacher And Former Investment Banking 

P G Watson, French Teacher And Academic Mentor And Former Investment Banker 

P Mason Harden, Teacher Of Physics And Former Educational Publishing 

Paterno Odong, Trustee, Now Teach 

Patricia Madureira, Science Teacher And Former Principal Investigator Cancer Research 

Patrick Strafford, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Senior Manager In TV/Film Industry 

Paul Drechsler CBE, President Of SCI 

Paul Facer, Maths Teacher And Former Assurance Partner  

Paul Hutchings, Teacher And Former Charity Director 

Paul Simon, Chemistry & Physics Teacher And Former Oil Industry Chemical Engineer 

Pepe Di’Iasio, General Secretary, Association Of School And College Leaders 

Peter Dillinger, Teacher Of Business And Former Credit Trading 

Pia Seekings, Teacher And Former Lawyer 

Pinky Jain, Head Of Teacher Education, Leeds Beckett University 

Priya Dales, Maths Teacher And Former Accountant 

Rachael Best, Trainee Teacher And Former Marketing 

Rachel Richardson, Trainee Teacher And Former Insurance Consultant 

Raghav Kishore, History Teacher And Former Academic 



 

  
 

Ramsay Short, Teacher And Former Journalist 

Rebecca Pinder, History Teacher And Former Solicitor 

Richard Alderson, Founder, Career Shifters 

Richard Forster, Head Of Computer Science And Former Project Manager 

Richard Herbage, Trainee Maths Teacher And Former Consultant 

Robert Eckersley, Science Teacher And Former Senior Lecturer In Medical Imaging 

Robert Weeks, Computing Teacher And Former Software Product Manager 

Robin Aldridge, Computer Science Teacher And Former Software Developer 

Robin Walker MP, Chair, Education Select Committee 

Roger Crouch, Teacher Of History & Politics And Former Solicitor 

Roger Stone, Secondary Maths Teacher And Former Marketing Director 

Royce Bell, Teacher Of Mathematics And Physics And Former Accenture Partner 

Ruth Ashby, Trainee Maths Teacher PGCE And Former Architect 

Ruth Coward, Teacher Of Science And Former Civil Servant 

Sabir Osman, Teacher And Former Banking 

Sam Butters, CEO, Fair Education Alliance (Personal Capacity) 

Sam Freedman, Senior Fellow, Institute For Government And Former Education Special Advisor 

Sam Twiselton OBE, Trustee, Now Teach 

Sara Mcadam, Director, The Mead Institute 

Sarah Brown, Subject Lead A Level Law And English Teacher And Former Corporate Lawyer 

Sarah Startup, MFL Teacher And Former Company Director 

Sarah, MFL Teacher And Former BBC World Service Studio Manager 

Sebastian Paul, MFL Teacher (French Specialist) And Former Advertising/Marketing 

Sheema Saeed, Maths Teacher And Former Financial Analyst 

Simon Bonner, Teacher And Former Digital Postproduction 

Sonya Branch, Trustee, Now Teach 

Sophie Griffiths, Design And Technology Teacher And Former Scenic Set Designer In The TV Industry 

Stephanie Bell, English Teacher And Former Consumer Insights 

Stephanie Guz, Teacher Of Mandarin And French And Former Chinese Equity Analyst / Translator 

Stephen Evans, Chief Executive, Learning And Work Institute 



 

  
 

Stephen Isherwood, CEO, Institute Of Student Employability 

Stephen Kennedy, Teacher Of Science And Former Equity Derivatives Trader 

Stephen King, Head Of Politics And Teacher Of History And Former Strategy Consultant 

Steve Gettings, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Strategy Director 

Steven Grey, Trainee Teacher Of Business & Economics And Former Automotive Management 28 
Years 

Stuart Robinson, Associate Teacher (Mathematics) And Former IT Project Manager 

Surjayan Ganguly, Mathematics Teacher And Former IT Consultant 

Susan Pemberton, English Teacher And Former Solicitor 

Susannah Hardyman, CEO, Action Tutoring 

Suzanne Ipe, Second In Department Mathematics T Acher And Former Data Science Consultant 

Sven Oestmann, Teacher Of Mathematics And Former Equity Research Analyst 

Sylvia Mccoy, Maths PCGE TT And Former Engineering 

The Right Honourable The Lord Blunkett, Former Secretary Of State For Education 

Tom Galligan, Teacher Of Science And Former Corporate Sales 

Ulrich John Grooten, Teacher Trainee And Former Seminar Organiser 

Valentina Semeraro-Waters, Teacher And Former Tour Guide 

Vanessa Richmond, English Teacher And Former Journalist 

Victoria Palmer, Teacher Of Modern Languages And Former Lawyer 

Vikram Harish, Teacher And Former IT Consultant 

Vincent Golding, Trainee Maths Teacher And Former Founded Of A Market Research Business 

Vincent Neate, Maths Teacher And Former Partner At KPMG 

Vivek Gopalakrishnan, Teacher And Former Computer Consultant 

 


